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Mr. John Platt

Executive Director

New York State Thruway Authority
President 200 Southern Boulevard

Joseph Maffa Albany, New York 12201-01899

Harry Scherr Il

Vice President Dear John:

Gerald N. Jacobowitz
Treasurer )

Thomas Weddell ['m enclosing for your information copy of the Orange County
Secretary Citizens Foundation’s 2003 Priority List.

Noreen Fennell

Past President . _ o . '
Susan G. Metzger - [f we can in any way assist in helping with the projects you are
involved with, please let us know.

Trustees
Wayne Decker
Christopher Dunleavy Kindest regards and Happy New Year.
Richard Ernenwein
Edward F.X. Gallagher

Edwin Garling Sincer

Wm. A. Griffiths, Jr. A

Thomas Cuarino - Patricfia Gilchrest
Graham Jamison , ;
Phillip W. Johnson Execiyitive Director

Robert E. Krahulik
William Lempka
Erin Rice Mills
James A. Moss
Paul “Chip” Murray
Dr. Paul Pomerantz
Gordon Rauer

lan Rieger

Richard B. Rowley
Maggie Smith

Jean Wort

Irving Zuckerman

Ex-Officio Trustee
Louis Heimbach

Executive Director
Patricia Gilchrest
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Orange County Citizens Foundation
Transportation Committee
2003 Priority List

For several years the Orange County Citizens Foundation has supported a new
interchange at Drury Lane and 1-84 and a direct access road to Stewart Airport from
Drury Lane. Approvals and funding are in place, however, this project has been delayed
repeatedly by lawsuits initiated by opponents of the development.

OCCF has also supported a direct connection between 1-84/1-87 in Newburgh. It is
our understanding that this project is in the design stage and that funding is, for the most
part, in place. Apparently the project will be in three phases, It is hoped that the first
phase will be let this spring.

It is recognized that there are currently major traffic issues in southern Orange
County. There is a study being conducted to make recommendations to help alleviate these
problems, particularly the Route 32-Route 17 corridors. The NYS Thruway has suggested
two projects that we believe will help. They are:

% Direct access from Woodbury Common Premium Outlets to the New York State
Thruway southbound.

“ Improvements and upgrades to EZPass from Route 17 to the New York State
Thruway, including increased speed at the toll barriers.

The following are additional projects OCCE’s Transportation Committee believe
should be a priority in Orange County and included in the Newburgh/Orange County
Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP):

—_

% Increased parking at Metro-North station/s in the Woodbury/Harriman area. _‘SI_

% As other recommendations are made, they should be given top priority considering
the current problems and those anticipated with the opening of the Secaucus
connection and the proposed casinos in Sullivan County.

* When casino plans in Sullivan County are in place, the issue of expanding capacity
on Route 17 should be investigated, perhaps jointly with Sullivan County.

** Expedite the new interchange at Exit 122 - NYS Route 17 (Town of Wallkill/City of

Middletown) — Alternative 2C. This alternative is more costly, and funding will be a 3

problem, but this is an area that will accommodate first class development and create

higher paying jobs for the residents of our county. Every effort should be made to
fast track this project and secure the necessary funding.

Support improvements to Route 9-W North of Route 84 in Newburgh.

Support ferry service between Newburgh and Beacon.

Support improvements at Exit 5 of I-84 to reduce impact of truck traffic at this ,

intersection. Also, upgrades of both Rte. 208 and Rte. 17K to accommodate increased

traffic from Sullivan County (particularly turning lanes). This route is used by
weekend traffic as a short-cut to accessé—ﬁz% This particular interchange, if
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improvements are made, will be a prime economic development area since there is
vacant land that has both water and sewer services. —

** Support improved access to MetroNorth train stations in Orange County. _SL

* Transit, including the expansion of dial-a-bus service and opportunities for busing to” T

train stations should be encouraged. —

** Increased parking for Shortline commuters. _c-?_

w Asaresult of the 2000 census much of Orange County has been redefined as urban,

This urban designation could mean the loss of transit operating funds to the County

after 2003. We strongly support the continuation of these transit-operating funds

despite our urban designation.

Follow progress of study of direct transit link to Stewart Alrport.

Monitor progress of the Tappan Zee study.

* The conversion of Route 17 to 1-86 will occur, but the OCCF Transportation
Committee does not support taking funds from other needed projects throughout the
county in order to expedite the conversion, We encourage seeking additional Federal
funds specifically for this use.
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