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Sure, the Bridge Is a Marvel, but How About the Vieu;?

By KATIE ZEZIMA

PROSPECT, Me., July 2 — The most breath-
taking view in Maine, some say, cannot be seen
from the summit of one of the state’s majestic
peaks or a bluff overlooking
the ocean.

Instead, they say, the best
o o€ wayto see the state’s natural
o beauty is atop semething manu-
factured — the 420-foot public
abservation tower of the Penobscot Narrows
Bridge and Observatory.

The observation tower, which opened in May
and is the only one in the United States, provides
an awe-inducing panorama of Maine’s mountains
and coastline and a bird’s-eye view of the nearby
village of Bucksport. The bridge opened to traffic
in Decembet.
to popup out o now €TE L Lhis rural area about
20 niles south of Bangor, is being heralded by twa
very dillerent stakeﬁolclers.

Civil engineers see it as a major innovation
and a test case for cable-stayed bridges, while o-
cal tourism officials hope it will attract visitors to
an area that many speed past on the way to Aca-
dia National Patk, Bar Harbor or the Canadian -
Maritime provinces.

‘“We hope the bridge causes people to slow
down and visit, to get to know this area rather
than go onto another,” said Cindi Kimball, presi-
dent of the Bucksport Bay Chamber of Com-
merce.

While Ms. Kimball and others want tourists
to drive around town, everyone agrees that the
best way to get a feel for the area is from the top
down.

The 13-foot-by-25-foot observation room, ac-
cessible by an elevator, offers a 360-degree view
that includes the Penobscot River, islands in Pe-
nobscot Bay, mountains, hills and iots and lots of
trees.

On a clear day, visibility extends 100 miles,
allowing visitors to follow the curving, wide river
north toward the peak of Mount Katahdin, Cadil-
lac Mountain in Acadia National Park and the
rolling Camden Hills can also be spotted.

The local view from the top of tower, an abe-
lisk modeled after the Washington Monument, is
just as impressive. The town of Bucksport beck-
ons below, with boats bobbing in the harbor and
gray-shingled buiidings lining the streets, Fort
Knozx, a military installation built in 1844 to pro-
tect the Pencbscot Valley, lies just below the
bridge.

“It's phencmenal,” said Sharon Dunbar, 43,
who grew up in Bucksport and lives in Middle-
bury, Vt. “It's amazing to see my hometown so
clearly from up there and look down and see the
waterfront and all the views, It’s breathtaking,
just ing
e $89 million bridge is one of a kindjcivil
engineers say. A typical cab, e-stayed bridge, in
which cables stretch from one or mare towers to
support it, uses steel cables. This one is the first in
the nation to test carbon composite cables, which
are believed to be stronger than steel cables and
more resistant to corrosion, said Tom Doe, the
bridge’s project manager.

5j cables, along with hundreds made
of steel, are encased in stays, or the long, white
tubes that make up the bridge. The cables are
normally bundled together and placed in the stay,
making it difficult to replace a single cable. But
the Penchscot Narrows Bridge uses a cradle sys-
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Fhotographs by Chris Becker for The New York Times

It seemns as if visitors can take in
all of Maine from the top of tl:ae
Penobscot Narrows Bridge and
Observatory near Prospect. Engi-
neers see the bridge as an exam-
ple for future projects; local ¥ési-
dents see it as a draw for tourists.
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